  ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
Tuesday, January 13, 2026
The Organizational Meeting of the Huntington Fire District Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:30 PM on January 13, 2026.  Present were Commissioners, Edmund M. Erickson, Michael Plant, Anthony Annunziata, and Jesse Cukro.  Also present were Fire District Manager Bruce Smith and Fire District Secretary Karla Wright.  Commissioner Andre Sorrentino and District Treasurer Fred J. Buckholtz were excused. 
Chief Smith, Assistant Chief Getter, and 3rd Deputy Chief Riggs were also in attendance.  2nd Deputy Chief Doyle was excused.   
The meeting began with a Salute to the Flag and was called to order at 6:30 PM and was opened by Fire District Deputy Treasurer, Karla Wright. 

Fire District Deputy Treasurer, Karla Wright then asked newly elected Commissioner, Jesse Cukro for a copy of his Oath of Office.  Original on file in District office.
Chairman Annunziata congratulated Commissioner Cukro and welcomed him onto the Board of Fire Commissioners for the Huntington Fire District.
Fire District Deputy Treasurer, Karla Wright then asked for nominations for Chairman for the year 2026.  Commissioner Erickson nominated Commissioner Annunziata as Chairman, after which the nominations were closed and the Board approved Commissioner Annunziata as Chairman for 2026.

Commissioner Plant nominated Commissioner Erickson as Vice Chairman, after which the nominations were closed and the Board approved Commissioner Erickson as Vice Chairman for 2026.

The Secretary submitted into record that the media was notified of the time and place of the Organizational Meeting.  Public Notice was published in the Long Islander on December 9, 2025.  See attached Affidavit.

After a motion by Comm. ​​​​Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board appointed Fred J. Buckholtz, Jr. as Fire District Treasurer.  Motion unanimously carried.
After a motion by Comm. Cukro, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board appointed Karla E. Wright as Fire District Secretary/Deputy Treasurer.  Motion unanimously carried.

After a motion by Comm. Cukro, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board appointed Bruce Smith as Director of Purchasing.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2026-1)

Commissioner Erickson, a Notary Public, administers the Oath of Office to Fire District Deputy Treasurer/Secretary, Karla E. Wright and Director of Purchasing, Bruce Smith.  The oaths will be filed with the Town Clerk’s office.

Fire District Deputy Treasurer Karla Wright, a Notary Public, administered the Oath of Office to Fire District Treasurer, Fred J. Buckholtz Jr.  The oath will be filed with the Town Clerk’s office. 

After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board appointed Joseph Frank of the firm Sapienza and Frank as Legal Counsel for the District for the year 2026.  Motion unanimously carried.
After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved a request to grant Fire District Deputy Treasurer, Karla Wright an additional 60 days to submit the annual report for the preceding year to be filed in the District Office and the Office of the State Comptroller.  Motion unanimously carried.
After a motion by Comm. Cukro, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved a $4,178,918 Surety Bond for Fire District Treasurer, Fred J. Buckholtz, Jr., and Fire District Deputy Treasurer/Secretary, Karla Wright.  Surety Bond will be filed with the Town Clerk’s office.  Motion unanimously carried.
After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved the Annual Collateral Report issued by Wilmington Trust for The First National Bank of Long Island.  Motion unanimously carried.
After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved The Long Islander as the official District newspaper.  Motion unanimously carried.
After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved ConnectOne Bank as its bank of deposit.  Motion unanimously carried.
After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved a Resolution re-affirming the Procurement and Purchasing Policy.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2026-2)
After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved a Resolution re-affirming the Investment Policy.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2026-3)
After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved a Resolution re-affirming the Travel Expense Policy & Procedures.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2026-4)
After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved a Resolution re-affirming the Physical Examination Policy.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2026-5)
After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved a Resolution re-affirming all sixty-five (65) District Policies.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2026-6) 
After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro as per our Internal Financial Control Policy we reaffirm the fact that all checks must be signed by the Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer and a Commissioner.  Motion unanimously carried.  
After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board reviewed and approved all 2025 Expenditures for all District accounts.  (See attached).  Motion unanimously carried.  
After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved a Resolution empowering the Chairman or Vice Chairman to sign contracts of the district on behalf of the district.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2026-7)
After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved that all Regular Meetings of the Board of Fire Commissioners will be held on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 o’clock p.m. at Fire District Headquarters, 1 Leverich Place, Huntington, New York.  A Public Notice will be published in the Long Islander informing the public of the monthly Regular Meetings.  Motion unanimously carried.  
After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved that all Workshop Meetings of the Board of Fire Commissioners will be held on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 o’clock p.m. at Fire District Headquarters, 1 Leverich Place, Huntington, New York.  A Public Notice will be published in the Long Islander informing the public of the monthly Workshop Meetings.  Motion unanimously carried.  
After a motion by Comm. Cukro, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the membership in the following Associations in 2026:  Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York, Town of Huntington Fire District Officers Association, National Fire Protection Association, Suffolk County Fire Districts Officers Association, New York State Association of Fire Chiefs, District Managers Association, International Chief Association, Firemen’s Association of the State of New York and APCO International.  This motion may be amended during the year to add or delete for cause.  Motion unanimously carried.   

After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved the following training and conventions to be attended in 2026:  FDIC International, Fire Department Safety Officers Association, New York State Association of Fire Chiefs, Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York, International Chiefs Convention, Fire Expo, and National Fire Protection Association Conference.  This motion may be amended during the year to add or delete for cause.  Motion unanimously carried.   
Committee Heads appointed by Chairman Annunziata are as follows:

Building & Grounds



All Commissioners




Hydrants




Andre Sorrentino Jr.    
Insurance & Legal



Jesse Cukro


Personnel – District Employees

Edmund M. Erickson

Liaison to Chiefs Office & Department
Michael F. Plant

Driver Training



Michael F. Plant

Apparatus Equipment & Repair

All Commissioners
Purchasing




All Commissioners

Uniforms




Michael F. Plant

Installation Dinner



Jesse Cukro


LOSAP Investments



Edmund M. Erickson

LOSAP Program



Edmund M. Erickson

Department Physicals



Anthony Annunziata

Public Relations



Anthony Annunziata 
Financial Commissioner


Edmund M. Erickson

After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved all Committee Heads appointed above.  Motion unanimously carried.   

After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the hydrant agreement with South Huntington Water District.  Motion unanimously carried.   
After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved S.C.W.A. as our hydrant provider.  Motion unanimously carried.   

After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved PIPS as our Financial Programmer.  Motion unanimously carried.   

After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved PBI as our Payroll provider.  Motion unanimously carried.     
After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the firm of Cullen & Danowski, as our External Auditor of record for 2026.  The firm will perform; 2025 Internal Audit to be completed and submitted to the NY State Comptroller by February 28, 2026, and the 2025 External Audit which is to be completed and submitted to the NY State Comptroller by June 30, 2026.  Motion unanimously carried.   
After a motion by Comm. Cukro, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the firm of Robert Johnson CPA’s LLP, as our Internal Auditor of record for 2026.  The firm will perform; 2026 Quarterly reports and all other accounting functions.  Motion unanimously carried.

After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved to continue the services of Susan Hirschfeld of J.W. Hirschfeld Insurance.  Motion unanimously carried.       
After a motion by Comm. Cukro, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved to continue the services of Long Island Employee Benefits Group Ltd. as the LOSAP Record Keeper and Actuary.  Motion unanimously carried.     
After a motion by Comm. Cukro, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved continuing the services of Stephen Mosca as the Districts Investment Adviser.  Motion unanimously carried.     
After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved Nationwide as our Investment Provider.  Motion unanimously carried.

After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved retaining the services of Dr. Jack Geffken as Medical Director/Advisor.  Motion unanimously carried.     

After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved retaining the services of Dr. Joe Savasta as the Department Physician.  Motion unanimously carried.     

After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved a Resolution authorizing the Fire District Deputy Treasurer to pay certain claims in advance of Audit.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2026-8)
After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved a Resolution for Workdays for Paid Appointed Officials.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached. (Resolution # 2026-9)
After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved a Resolution authorizing and approving the employee salaries for 2026 for all contractual and part time employees.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached. (Resolution # 2026-10)

After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved a Resolution establishing standard workdays for the New York State and Local Retirement System for reporting purposes.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached. (Resolution # 2026-11)

After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the use of the Meeting Hall by family members of a deceased active firefighter after the funeral services for that member.  However, the District office must be notified of this event in advance.  Motion unanimously carried.
Chairman Annunziata offered a motion to accept the slate of Officers of the Department Election.  After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved the results of the nominations of the Department Election which is as follows:  Chief Paul Smith, Assistant Chief Matthew Getter, 2nd Deputy Chief Ryan Doyle, 3rd Deputy Chief Connor Riggs, Financial Secretary Neil Getter, Secretary Brenson Black, Treasurer Edmund M. Erickson, Chaplain Richard Fernandez, and Assistant Chaplain Matthew Kennaugh.  Motion unanimously carried.  Comm. Erickson abstained from voting.  
After a motion by Comm. Cukro, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the slate of office for the Protection Hook & Ladder Company which is as follows:  Captain William Martin, 1st Lieutenant Vincent Congello, 2nd Lieutenant Vacant, Treasurer Lianna DeChiaro, and Secretary Johnathan Mohlenhoff.  Motion unanimously carried.
After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the slate of office for the Protection Engine Company which is as follows:  Captain John Canino Jr., 1st Lieutenant Anthony Smalling, 2nd Lieutenant Jared Klausner., Treasurer John Canino and Secretary Andrew Kitzen.  Motion unanimously carried.    
After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Cukro the Board approved the slate of office for the Protection Hose Company which is as follows:  Captain Justin Bodnar, 1st Lieutenant Vacant, 2nd Lieutenant Vacant, Treasurer George Bodnar and Secretary Jason Sandvik.  Motion unanimously carried.
After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Cukro, there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted,






Karla E. Wright





Fire District Deputy Treasurer/Secretary
 cc:  J. Frank, Attorney  
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