              SEPTEMBER 12, 2023
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was held on Tuesday, 

September 12, 2023, at Fire District Headquarters, 1 Leverich Place, Huntington, NY.  Present were Chairman Michael F. Plant, Comm. Anthony Annunziata, and Comm. Edmund Erickson.  Also present were Treasurer Fred Buckholtz Jr., District Manager Bruce Smith, Secretary/Deputy Treasurer Karla Wright, and Account Clerk Marie Caputo.  Vice Chairman Andre Sorrentino and Comm. Thomas Brown were excused.
Chief Schwier, Assistant Chief Smith, and 3rd Deputy Chief Doyle were present.    2nd Deputy Chief Getter was excused. 
The meeting began with a Salute to the Flag and was called to order at 7 pm. 
Treasurer, Fred Buckholtz Jr. will present the 2024 Proposed Budget summary.  See attached presentation. 

Acceptance of Minutes  

· After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the Minutes from the August 17, 2023, Board Meeting.  Motion unanimously carried.

District Invoices
· The invoices for the months of August/September 2023 in the amount of $48,271.20 were reviewed and approved after a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata.  Motion unanimously carried.

· The Prepaid, Workshop and Chiefs invoices for the months of August/September 2023 in the amount of $186,948.23 were reviewed and approved after a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson.  Motion unanimously carried.
Deposits received in the months of August/September 2023
· No deposits to report.
Financial Report 

· Treasurer, Fred Buckholtz Jr., read and submitted the September 12, 2023, Financial Report and Petty Cash Expenditures Report for the Huntington Fire District.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the Financial Report and Petty Cash Expenditures Report.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board unanimously approved to pass a Resolution approving the Funds Transfer Resolution of $80,000 from the General Fund Checking Account to the General Fund Payroll Account to meet the districts fiduciary obligations.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2023-41)
Correspondence

· TOHFDOA meeting will be held on Thursday, September 21st at 7:30pm at Commack Fire Department. 

· East Northport Fire Department September 11th Memorial will begin at 9:45am on September 11th.

· Letter from Board of Elections regarding locations for the November 2023 election. 

· Letter from T-Mobile regarding our Sprint account transitioning to T-Mobile.  

· YTD Physical Sheets for the Huntington Fire Department. 

· Nationwide statement for month ending August 31st.

· Suffolk County Fire District Officers Association meeting will be held on Thursday, August 31st at North Patchogue @ 7pm.

· Coffee with Commissioners will be held on Thursday, August 31st at 7pm via Zoom Conference call.

· Letter from MetLife regarding Compensation Disclosure Statement for Short Term Disability policy. 

· LOSAP statement for month ending August 31st. 
· Month End Collateral statement from M& T Bank for month ending August 31st. 

District Manager Report
District Manager Requests:   
· Request the Board approve the use of the Fire Prevention trailer to Halesite FD, Melville FD and Cold Spring Harbor FD as needed for Fire Prevention events.  Dates to be determined.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the use of the Fire Prevention trailer for Fire Prevention events.  Motion unanimously carried.
Personnel:  
Vacations:  No Report. 
Training and Certifications:  No Report.
Part time Dispatchers:  No Report.
Volunteers:  No Report. 

Employees:  No Report.
Injuries/Illnesses:  No Report.  
Apparatus: 
· 2-3-1:  Engine – No Report.
· 2-3-2:  Tower – No Report.
· 2-3-3:  Hose/Utility Unit – Coolant/oil leak.
· 2-3-4:  Engine – No Report. 
· 2-3-5:  Rescue – No Report.
· 2-3-7:  Engine – No Report. 
· 2-3-8:  Brush – No Report.
· 2-3-9:  Military Vehicle – No Report.
· 2-3-12:  Ladder – No Report.
· 2-3-14:  Utility – Nothing on the truck body sale yet. 
· 2-3-16:  Fire Police – No Report.
· Cars:  No Report.
· 2-3-26:  Fire Boat – No Report.
· 2-3-90:  No Report.   
Annual pump tests are complete. 
Outside Shop Work:





Billing – July & August
Halesite


$   1,094.74            



Centerport   


$   4,789.53


 

Cold Spring Harbor                
$   5,982.76



Hunt. Bay Police

$ 
     0

Eaton’s Neck


$ _2,578.29
        
            
Total 



$ 14,445.32

Old Business:

· Roof Repairs/Sealing Building Exterior:  
· Sealing Building – No Report.   
· Recreational Room and Annex Roofs:  No Report. 
· Soffit:  No Report.
· Windows:  No Report. 

· Signage:  No Report.

· Camera System and Floor Refurbishing:  No Report.  
· Annex Cleanup:  Progress.
· Ice Machine:  No Report.
· Meeting Hall:  No Report.
· Gold Star Battalion Beach slip:  No Report.
· Lloyd Neck Sub Station:  No Report. n
· Grounds:  No Report.
· Audio/Visual Upgrades:  Progress. 

· 2-3-2:  No Report. 
· Pavilion:  No Report.
· Third floor bathrooms:  Almost complete.  A few odds and ends to complete.    
· Parking Lot:  Bid specs are being written now.
· Kitchen/Bathrooms:  No Report.
· Electronic Sign: – Progress.  May have to consider a new header.
Miscellaneous:

· Grants and Public Assistance:  
· SAM Grant – (Waterproofing & Masonry Repair):  No Report. 
· SAM Grant – (Parking Lot & Security Lighting Upgrade):  Progress. 
· Plan Reviews/Zoning Reviews:  None.
New Business:  
· Annual Aerial and Ladder Tests:  Scheduled for September 26th. 

· Hose Tests:  October 31st.

· Shed Addition:  10’ x 25’ department storage shed.
Communications:

· Dispatch/Radio System:   700/800 mhz dispatch radio functional.
· Halesite FD Repeater:  Meeting with Lightpath and Verizon to discuss our option as far as linking the two stations together via fiber for both telephone and radio communications purposes.  This would enable us to use their site as a remote repeater site as well as a phone back up for emergency purposes. 
· Paging and Division Fireground Frequencies:  Currently monitoring the paging frequency for future use.  Also, we may have found a usable frequency.  We are monitoring it now.   
· Fireground Frequency:  Progress.
· New Equipment:  Ordered ten (10) APX 4000 portables for Chiefs and apparatus and one (1) APX 8000 for 2-3-12.
Requests:

· Surplus Items:  None.
· Permissive Referendum: Request the Board approve a Permissive Referendum to expend $15,000 from the Capital Reserve Buildings & Grounds Fund for the purchase and erection of one (1) 10’ x 25’ lean to style steel storage shed for accessory equipment.
· Notice to Bidders:  None. 
· Purchases & Services:  None.   
Chiefs Requests 
· Request the Board approve the use of vehicles and equipment for SCFA training at Gershow Recycling Center on September 21st.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the use of vehicles and equipment for SCFA training.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the expenditure of $439.60 to Gold Coast Deli for the purchase of refreshments at SCFA training on August 24th.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the expenditure of $439.60 to Gold Coast Deli.  Motion unanimously carried.

· Request the Board approve the use of the building & grounds for training with Cold Spring Harbor, Halesite and Huntington Manor on October 1st.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the use of the building & grounds for training on October 1st.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the reimbursement of $300 to 32's Visa card for the purchase of refreshments at Southdown Market for Greenlawn parade.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the reimbursement of $300 to 32’s Visa card.  Motion unanimously carried.

· Request the Board approve the use of the building & grounds for Fire Prevention/Open House to be held on Friday, October 27th.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the use of the building & grounds for Fire Prevention/Open House.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve the reimbursement of $68.78 to 30’s Visa card for the purchase of refreshments at DiRaimos Pizzeria for Fire Prevention event on August 29th.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the reimbursement of $68.78 to 30’s Visa card.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the membership of Leyna Freilich into the Hose Co. effective 9/12/23.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the membership of Leyna Freilich into the Hose Co. effective 9/12/23.  Motion unanimously carried. 

Chiefs Report

Chief Sean Schwier reported on the following:
· Officer Qualifications 2024:  Chief Schwier submitted, audited their qualifications, and approved the following Line Officer Candidate Training and Education Checklists submitted for all Chiefs, Captains and Lieutenants.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the Officer Qualifications for 2024 stated below.  Motion unanimously carried. 
Chiefs of the Department 
Chief of Department, Sean Schwier, Hook & Ladder Co.

Assistant Chief, Paul Smith, Engine Co.

2nd Deputy Chief, Matthew Getter, Hose Co.

3rd Deputy Chief, Ryan Doyle, Engine Co.
Engine Co.

Captain, Benjamin Kitzen 

1st Lieutenant, John Canino Jr.

2nd Lieutenant, Vacant

Hook & Ladder Co. 
Captain, Connor Riggs

1st Lieutenant, William Martin

2nd Lieutenant, Vacant

Hose Co.

Captain, Michael Pordes
1st Lieutenant, Vacant

2nd Lieutenant, Vacant

· Company Roster Changes:  
· Michael Friel, Hose Co., Personal Leave eff. 3/20/23.
· Jared Klausner, Engine Co., Medical Leave (Non-Line of Duty), eff. 7/3/23.

· Events: 
· Southampton Muster will be held from September 15th – 17th.
· Physicals at Headquarters, Wednesday, September 13th.

· Flag Arch at Cold Spring Harbor FD, September 11th.

Assistant Chief Paul Smith reported on the following:  
· No Items to Report.  
2nd Deputy Chief Matthew Getter reported on the following:  
· No Items to Report.  
3rd Deputy Chief Ryan Doyle reported on the following: 
· No Items to Report. 
New Business
· September Workshop Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 26th.

· Request the Board approve to designate Wednesday, September 13th as the date that petitions will be available to anyone interested in running in the Commissioners Election scheduled for Tuesday, December 12th.  There will be a five (5) year seat and a three (3) year seat open for this Election.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved Wednesday, September 13th as the date that petitions will be available to be picked up at the District office.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Real Property Tax Cap for New York State for 2024 is set at 2%.
· Request the Board approve a Resolution for the purchase and erection of one (1) 10’ x 25’ lean to style steel storage shed for accessory equipment at a cost not to exceed $15,000 from the Capital Reserve Buildings & Grounds Fund.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the request to expend $15,000 from the Capital Reserve Buildings & Grounds Fund for the purchase and erection of one (1) 10’ x 25’ lean to style steel storage shed for accessory equipment.  Motion unanimously carried.  Legal Notice to be published in the Long Islander.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2023-42)

· Request the Board approve a Resolution to Accept a Member Residing Outside District/Protected Area.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved a Resolution to Accept a Member Residing outside District/Protected Area.  New member is Leyna Freilich into the Hose Co. eff. 9/12/23.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2023-43)
· Flu Shots for 2023 Season:  Dr. Geffken will not be able to administer flu shots this season due to the limited supply and not being able to secure an adequate supply to administer.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved to reimburse any department member and spouse for a flu shot administered by their medical provider up to maximum of $30.  Proof of payment must be supplied to the District for reimbursement. Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the LOSAP Monthly Accrued Benefit for Jack Italiano effective October 1, 2023.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the LOSAP Monthly Accrued Benefit for Jack Italiano.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Received certificate of completion for Commissioner Training Course for Comm. Erickson.  Class was completed on September 5, 2023.  Certificate filed in District office. 

· Request the Board approve the purchase of a copier/printer/fax for the District office at a cost not to exceed $4,500.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the purchase of a copier/printer/fax at a cost not to exceed $4,500.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Budget Hearing & Special Meeting:  The date of the Budget Hearing & Special Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 17th at 7pm.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the date of the Budget Hearing & Special Meeting for Tuesday, October 17th at 7pm.  A Legal Notice will be published in the Long Islander.  Motion unanimously carried.  
· Notice of Public Hearing:  Huntington Fire District Volunteer Firefighter Real Property Tax Exemption Pursuant to Real Property Tax Law.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved to publish a Notice of Public Hearing in regards to the Huntington Fire District Volunteer Firefighter Real Property Tax Exemption Pursuant to Real Property Tax Law.  Public Notice to be published in the Long Islander.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Approve Proposed 2024 Budget:  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board unanimously approved the Proposed 2024 Budget.  All paperwork will be filed with the Town of Huntington Clerk’s office & District Secretaries offices.  Motion unanimously carried.  
Old Business
· Pavilion:  Chief Schwier spoke on the progress of the Pavilion.  Soil samples will be taken to continue going forward with the project. 
Executive Session   
· After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board entered Executive Session to discuss the following items.  Motion unanimously carried.
· Accrual of sick time for a current employee.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved that a District employee can transfer accrued sick time to an employee in need of time due to lack of sick days.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Proof of monthly LOSAP benefit for a current member.  

· After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board completed the Executive Session portion of the meeting.  Motion unanimously carried. 
There being no further business, after a motion by Comm. Erickson and seconded by Comm. Annunziata the meeting was adjourned at 8pm.  Motion unanimously carried.
Respectfully submitted,







Karla E. Wright






Secretary/Deputy Treasurer 
cc:  Joseph Frank, Attorney at Law  
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