              FEBRUARY 14, 2023
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was held on Tuesday, 

February 14, 2023, at Fire District Headquarters, 1 Leverich Place, Huntington, NY.  Present were Chairman Michael F. Plant, Comm. Anthony Annunziata, and Comm. Edmund M. Erickson.  Also present were Treasurer Fred Buckholtz Jr., District Manager Bruce Smith, Secretary/Deputy Treasurer Karla Wright, and Account Clerk Marie Caputo.  Comm. Andre Sorrentino and Comm. Thomas Brown were excused.
Chief Schwier, Assistant Deputy Chief Smith, 2nd Deputy Chief Getter and 3rd Deputy Chief Doyle were all in attendance.    
The meeting began with a Salute to the Flag and was called to order at 7 pm. 
Acceptance of Minutes  

· After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the Minutes from the 2023 Organizational Meeting.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the Minutes from the January 12, 2023, Board Meeting.  Motion unanimously carried.

· After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the Minutes from the January 24, 2023, Workshop Meeting.  Motion unanimously carried. 

District Invoices
· The invoices for the months of January 2023 and February 2023 in the amount of $294,301.37 were reviewed and approved after a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Annunziata.  Motion unanimously carried.

· The Prepaid, Workshop and Chiefs invoices for the months of January 2023 and February 2023 in the amount of $315,305.81 were reviewed and approved after a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Annunziata.  Motion unanimously carried.
Capital Reserve Firemanic invoice

· After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the following Capital Reserve Firemanic invoice.

· PMT Forklift Corp. in the amount of $13,022.50 (Resolution # 2015-48 & 2019-40)

Deposits received in the months of January 2023/February 2023
· Email from the TOH stating a tax distribution in the amount of $594,018.39 will be ACH’d into the General Fund on 1/20/23.

· Email from the TOH stating a tax distribution in the amount of $96.12 will be ACH’d into the General Fund on 1/25/23.

· Email from the TOH stating a tax distribution in the amount of $466,728.73 will be ACH’d into the General Fund on 1/30/23.

· Email from the TOH stating a tax distribution in the amount of $424,298.85 will be ACH’d into the General Fund on 2/9/23.

· A check from The Incorporated Village of Huntington Bay in the amount of $2,188.79 for December 2022 shop reimbursements. 

· A check from Suffolk County in the amount of $300 for use of Headquarters as a polling place on 8/23/22.

· A check from Suffolk County in the amount of $300 for use of Headquarters as a polling place on 11/8/22.

· A check from Halesite Fire District in the amount of $1,044.99 for December 2022 shop reimbursements. 

· A check from Halesite Fire District in the amount of $1,096.71 for 4th quarter gas reimbursements.

Financial Report 

· Treasurer, Fred Buckholtz Jr., read and submitted the February 14, 2023, Financial Report and Petty Cash Expenditures Report for the Huntington Fire District.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the Financial Report and Petty Cash Expenditures Report.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board unanimously approved to pass a Resolution approving the Funds Transfer Resolution of $120,000 from the General Fund Checking Account to the General Fund Payroll Account to meet the districts fiduciary obligations.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2023-17)
Correspondence

· Certificate of Liability Insurance from Sciallo Irrigation. 

· Invitation from Huntington Manor FD for their Installation dinner.

· Invitation from Centerport FD for their Installation dinner. 

· Invitation from Suffolk County Fire Districts Officers Association for their Installation dinner. 

· Thank you note from Betty Erickson.

· Month End Collateral Statement for month ending January 31st from M & T Bank. 

· Interest Income statement from First Nation Bank of Long Island for interest earned in 2022 for the General Fund Account in the amount of $1,875.51.

· Interest Income statement from First Nation Bank of Long Island for interest earned in 2022 for the General Fund Payroll Account in the amount of $153.74.

· Interest Income statement from First Nation Bank of Long Island for interest earned in 2022 for the Capital Reserve Firemanic Account in the amount of $1,214.78.

· Letter from T Mobile/Sprint contacting all customers that limited information may have been obtained without authorization. 

· Disclosure Information sheet from Stifel.

· Letter from PERMA regarding their Annual Election of Board of Directors. 

· Certificate of Workers Compensation Insurance from Diversified Mechanical Services Corp.  

· Worksheet from Department of Civil Service regarding Joyce Logan. 

· LOSAP sheets for month ending January 31, 2023.

· The Counsellor for month of January 2023.

· The Counsellor for month of February 2023.

· Nationwide statement for month ending January 31, 2023.  

· Invitation to attend the 2023 Annual Member Conference with PERMA.

· AFDSNY Newsletters proposing By-Law Amendments.

· List from Dr. Savasta stating physicals taken on 2/5/23. 
· Invitation from Suffolk County Fire Districts Association that the next regular meeting will be scheduled for Thursday, February 16th at Selden Fire District at 7pm. 

District Manager Report
District Manager Requests:   
· No requests to report currently.
Personnel:  
Vacations:  No Report. 
Training and Certifications:  
· Bruce Smith completed ICS 300.
· All employees in the process of completing mandatory Forklift and OSHA/PESH classes.

Part time Dispatchers:  No Report.
Volunteers:  No Report. 

Employees:  No Report.
Apparatus: 
· 2-3-1:  Engine – Exhaust leak repaired.
· 2-3-2:  Tower – Working with Seagrave directly to evaluate our tower.
· 2-3-3:  Hose/Utility Unit – No Report.
· 2-3-4:  Engine – No Report. 
· 2-3-5:  Rescue – No Report.
· 2-3-7:  Engine – No Report. 
· 2-3-8:  Brush – No Report.
· 2-3-9:  Military Vehicle – No Report.
· 2-3-12:  Ladder – No Report.
· 2-3-14:  Utility – Nothing on the truck body sale yet. 
· 2-3-16:  Fire Police – No Report.
· Cars:  No Report.
· 2-3-23:   New Chiefs car is at CMJ having the equipment installed. 
· 2-3-26:  Fire Boat – No Report. 

· 2-3-90:  No Report.   

Outside Shop Work: January billing (not complete)




Billing

Halesite


$               



Centerport   


$ 



 

Cold Spring Harbor                
$   




Hunt. Bay Police

$ 



Eaton’s Neck


$ ________ 
        
            
Total 



$

Old Business:

· Roof Repairs/Sealing Building Exterior:  
· Sealing Building – Waiting for Engineers report so that we can set the scope of work for bidding purposes.  
· Recreational Room and Annex Roofs:  No Report. 
· Soffit:  No Report.
· Windows:  No Report. 

· Signage:  No Report.

· Camera:  System:  Waiting on a proposal from Adept to upgrade our security cameras.  A portion of this is part of the SAM Grant.

· Masonry:  No Report. 
· Annex Cleanup:  Progress.
· Ice Machine:  No Report.
· Meeting Hall:  No Report.
· Gold Star Battalion Beach slip:  No Report.
· Annex Coping:  No Report.

· Lloyd Neck Sub Station:  No Report. n
· Grounds:  No Report.
· Audio/Visual Upgrades:  We are installing sound equipment this month. 

· 2-3-2:  Contacted Seagrave to give us our options.
· Pavilion:  Waiting on an estimate for (12) 24” x 48” concrete footings and a 25’ x 50’ x 5’ concrete slab.
· Third floor bathrooms:  No Report.  
· Parking Lot:  Progress.
· Bailout Training Window:  Progress. 
· Fuel System Inspection and Repairs:  Parts are coming in to do the repairs.
· Kitchen/Bathrooms:  No Report. 

· Plow:  Harness installed on 2-3-23.

Miscellaneous:

· Grants and Public Assistance:  
· SAM Grant – (Waterproofing & Masonry Repair):  No Report. 
· SAM Grant – (Parking Lot & Security Lighting):  No Report. 
· Plan Reviews/Zoning Reviews:  None.
New Business:  
· MVA:  The accident involving 2-3-6 has been settled out of court.

· Fit Testing:  2023 Fit tests began on 2/6/23 and will run through February.

· Financial Computer:  Do we want to put it on the network?

· Generator:  Annual load test completed for the year.

· Bailout Prop:  Prop area will be prepared this week for training. 
Communications:

· Dispatch/Radio System:   
· Issue #1 – Our remote radio sites at both the Seminary and Boxer Court are reliant on copper phone lines provided by Verizon.
Resolve: 

· Installed fiber optics at both sites.

· Installed a microwave link between Boxer Court and Headquarters.

· Issue #2 – Coverage

Resolve:

· Add additional lines to the Seminary to allow for us to Transmit from that site.  We are currently only able to receive.  – Completed.

· Install a second UHF radio and a new antenna with higher gain at HQ – Completed.

· Install 800/700 MHz radios in the apparatus.  – In progress.

· Continue to upgrade the portables – In progress.

· Add additional repeater sites (Halesite FD & Caumsett State Park) – New

· Issue #3 – Radio equipment.  Equipment is getting old and is not as efficient as it should be.  This is especially noticeable in the “back up” equipment.

Resolve:

· Replace obsolete and inferior equipment, especially at HQ – In progress.

· Move to UHF paging to allow us to be alerted by Suffolk County if needed.  Progress.

· Also looking into a Paging only frequency.  Halesite FD has obtained a frequency that we can share.  For the FCC to issue the license, the infrastructure must be built out within a year.  We are working on a proposal with the Town to use existing equipment.  
· Issue #4 – Truck to Truck communications.  Intermittent loss of communication between mobile radios – On going.

· Replace Boxer Court antenna with lower Gain antenna – Completed.

· Tune existing equipment – In progress.

· Monitoring Progress with each step – In progress.

· Simulcasting - New

· Recorder:  No Report.
Requests:

· Surplus Items:  
· Request the Board approve a Resolution to Surplus all decommissioned laptops, desktops, PC, and other computer devices.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved to Surplus all decommissioned laptops, desktops, PC, and other computer devices.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Permissive Referendum Resolution: None.
· Notice to Bidders:  None. 
· Purchases & Services:  None.   
Chiefs Requests 
· Request the Board approve the use of vehicles for members to attend Firefighter 1 class in Yaphank on February 21st & 27th.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the use of vehicles for members to attend Firefighter 1 class.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the use of the meeting hall for Chiefs Council meeting on February 27th.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the use of the meeting hall on February 27th.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the expenditure of funds not to exceed $1,500 for refreshments at Chiefs Council meeting.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the expenditure of funds not to exceed $1,500 for Chiefs Council meeting.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the use of the meeting hall for St. Patrick’s Day parade to be held on March 12th.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the use of the meeting hall for St. Patrick’s Day parade.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the expenditure of funds not to exceed $2,500 for refreshments at St. Patrick’s Day parade.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the expenditure of funds not to exceed $2,500 for St. Patrick’s Day parade.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the use of 2-3-2 for Flag Arch for funeral detail on February 4th.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the use of 2-3-2 for Flag Arch for funeral detail.  Motion unanimously carried.    
· Request the Board approve the reimbursement of $128.34 to Chris Amendolare’s personal credit card for uniform alterations done at Crystal Clear Cleaners.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the reimbursement of $128.34.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the expenditure of $1,400 to the Amityville American Legion Pipe Band for the St. Patrick’s Day parade on March 12th.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the expenditure of $1,400 to the Amityville American Legion Pipe Band.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the use of apparatus for Fire Prevention event at the YMCA on March 15th.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the use of apparatus for Fire Prevention event at the YMCA.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the reimbursement of $40 to 31’s Visa card for the purchase of Fire Expo tickets from Ticketmaster for Nick Ambrosio and Paul Smith to attend Fire Expo at Nassau Coliseum on February 4th.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the reimbursement of $40 to 31’s Visa card.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the reimbursement of $213.98 to 31’s Visa card for the purchase of CPR course books and USB video drive from the American Heart Association.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the reimbursement of $213.98 to 31’s Visa card.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve the reimbursement of $921.89 to Nick Ambrosio for travel and expense reimbursement at FDSOA 2023 Health & Safety Conference held in St. Pete’s Beach, FL.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the reimbursement of $921.89 to Nick Ambrosio.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the use of vehicles for St. Patrick’s Day parade on March 12th.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the use of vehicles for St. Patrick’s Day parade.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the use of 2-3-4 for standby at Centereach FD on February 26th from midnight to noon.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the use of 2-3-4 for standby at Centereach FD.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the expenditure of $30 to Suffolk County Volunteer Firefighters Association for 2023 dues.  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the expenditure of $30 to Suffolk County Volunteer Firefighters Association.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the expenditure of $350 to Huntington Fire Chiefs Council for 2023 dues.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the expenditure of $350 to Huntington Fire Chiefs Council.  Motion unanimously carried.  

· Request the Board approve the expenditure of $100 to Huntington-Smithtown Fire Police Association for 2023 dues.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the expenditure of $100 to Huntington-Smithtown Fire Police Association.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the expenditure of $75 to Suffolk County Fire Safety Educator’s Association Inc. for 2023 dues.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the expenditure of $75 to Suffolk County Fire Safety Educator’s Association Inc.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve the membership of Renato Vojka into the Engine Co. eff. February 14, 2023.  All paperwork is complete.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the membership of Renato Vojka into the Engine Co. effective February 14, 2023.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the membership of William Novikov into the Hook & Ladder Co. eff. February 14, 2023, pending results of physical.  All other paperwork is complete.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the membership of William Novikov into the Hook & Ladder Co. effective February 14, 2023.  Motion unanimously carried. 
Chiefs Report

Chief Sean Schwier reported on the following:
· Company Roster Changes:  
· Anthony Puca, Hook & Ladder Co., Personal Leave, eff. 5/9/22.  Six (6) month extension approved at the October 11, 2022, Board Meeting.  Personal Leave approved until 5/10/23.  
· Matthew Niceforo, Engine Co. Medical Leave Non-Line of Duty, eff. 6/5/22.  Return to duty, effective Monday, February 6, 2023. 
· Jared Klausner, Engine Co. Medical Leave Non-Line of Duty, eff. 11/4/22.  Return to duty, effective Wednesday, February 15, 2023.
· New Member, Renato Vojka, Engine Co., eff. 2/14/2023

· New Member, William Novikov, Hook & Ladder Co., eff. 2/14/2023

· Michael Parides, Hose Co., Honorary status, eff. 1/16/2023.

· Letter from the Hose Co. stating that department member Michael Parides has been dropped from the active rolls at the January 16, 2023 department meeting and has been placed back on the Honorary rolls effective January 16, 2023.

· Email from Dr. Savasta stating that Matthew Niceforo is medically cleared to resume duties as an Exterior Firefighter effective 2/6/23.

· Email from Dr. Savasta stating that Jared Klausner is medically cleared to resume duties as an Interior Firefighter effective 2/15/23.
· Letter submitted to Chief Schwier from Guillermo Villaverde of the Hose Co. grieving his LOSAP points for 2022.
· Chief Schwier approved and signed off on the 2022 Department & LOSAP points sheets for all Companies. 

Executive Session

· After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board entered Executive Session to discuss the following item.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Application received for membership.   

· After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board completed the Executive Session portion of the meeting.  Motion unanimously carried.  
Assistant Chief Paul Smith reported on the following:  
· No Items to Report.  
2nd Deputy Chief Matthew Getter reported on the following:  
· No Items to Report.  
3rd Deputy Chief Ryan Doyle reported on the following: 
· Submitting certificates of completion for Nick Ambrosio for Fire District Safety Officers Association The 5 Reads (8-hour course) and Safety Considerations for Battery Emergencies (8-hour course).  Certificates filed in District personnel file. 

· Submitted certificates of completion for Matthew Treffeisen for Firefighter 1 and HazMat First Responder Operations.  Certificates filed in District personnel file. 

New Business
· February Workshop Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 28th at 7pm.  
· Steve Mosca, Financial Advisor will be attending the March Workshop meeting on March 28th to discuss the LOSAP Plan.  

· Comm. Annunziata was sworn in by Town Clerk, Andrew Raia on January 27, 2023, for his term beginning January 12, 2023, through December 31, 2023.  Oath of Office filed in District office. 

· The 4th quarter Financial Report prepared by Robert Johnson was distributed to all Commissioners and Treasurer for review. 

· Submitted the 2023 Payroll Certification for the Huntington Fire District to Civil Service for calendar year 2023. 

· Received certificate of completion for Commissioner Training Course for Comm. Annunziata.  Class was completed on February 4, 2023.  Certificate filed in District office. 

· Request the Board approve a Proclamation to acknowledge Vincent Scudieri Jr. for 40 years of dedicated service in the Hook & Ladder Co.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved a Proclamation to acknowledge 40 years of service to Vincent Scudieri Jr.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve a Resolution to approve the revision/update of the signing authority of all bank accounts at The First National Bank of Long Island for the Huntington Fire District.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved a Resolution to approve the revision/update of the signing authority of all bank accounts at The First National Bank of Long Island for the Huntington Fire District.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2023-18)
· Request the Board approve the expenditure of $221,300 to Nationwide for the 2023 LOSAP contribution.  The amount of $210,500 will be deposited into the current and projected benefits account and $10,800 will be deposited into the death benefit account.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the expenditure of $221,300 to Nationwide for contribution into the 2023 LOSAP Plan.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve the expenditure of funds not to exceed $800 for ten (10) picture frames for District office.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved the expenditure of funds not to exceed $800 for ten (10) picture frames.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve a Resolution to accept a member residing outside district into membership.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved a Resolution to accept a member residing outside district.  New member is Renato Vojka into the Engine Co. eff. February 14, 2023.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2023-19)
· Request the Board approve a Resolution to accept a member residing outside district into membership.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved a Resolution to accept a member residing outside district.  New member is William Novikov into the Hook & Ladder Co. eff. February 14, 2023.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2023-20)
· Request the Board approve a Resolution to Surplus all decommissioned laptops, desktops, PC, and other computer devices.  Seven (7) PC’s and two (2) laptops.  No value.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Annunziata the Board approved a Resolution to Surplus all decommissioned laptops, desktops, PC, and other computer devices.  Seven (7) PC’s and two (2) laptops.  No value. Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2023-21)
· 2022 Department & LOSAP points sheets:  After a motion by Comm. Annunziata, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the 2022 Department & LOSAP points sheets for all Companies.  Chief Schwier approved and signed off on all companies’ sheets.  Guillermo Villaverde has submitted one grievance letter.  The District will begin the process of Auditing the Department & LOSAP points for Mr. Villaverde for 2022.  A letter will be sent to him when the Audit is complete for him to review the findings of the District.  All other information will be submitted to LIEBG for processing.  Motion unanimously carried.   
Old Business
· Pavilion:  Progress.     
· Letter sent to Supervisor Ed Smyth regarding letters sent to the Town of Huntington that have been unanswered by the previous Administration.  Letter sent on March 23, 2022, to Supervisor Smyth.  Progress.  Bruce Smith has been communicating with Huntington Community Ambulance directly for clarification on the procedure.  
There being no further business, after a motion by Comm. Erickson and seconded by Comm. Annunziata the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.  Motion unanimously carried.
Respectfully submitted,







Karla E. Wright






Secretary/Deputy Treasurer 
cc:  Joseph Frank, Attorney at Law  
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