             AUGUST 11, 2021
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was held on Wednesday, 

August 11, 2021 at Fire District Headquarters, 1 Leverich Place, Huntington, NY.  Present were Chairman Thomas Collins, Vice Chairman Edmund M. Erickson, and Commissioners Michael Plant and Andre Sorrentino.  Also present were Treasurer Fred Buckholtz Jr. and Secretary/Deputy Treasurer Karla Wright.  Comm. Brown, District Manager Bruce Smith and Account Clerk Marie Caputo were excused.     
Chief Dodge, 2nd Deputy Chief Smith and 3rd Deputy Chief Getter were all in attendance.  Assistant Deputy Chief Schwier was excused.

A Legal Notice was published in the Long Islander stating change in date of original Board Meeting that was scheduled for Tuesday, August 10, 2021.

The meeting began with a Salute to the Flag and was called to order at 7 pm. 
Treasurer, Fred J. Buckholtz Jr., presented the 2022 Proposed Budget Summary.  See attached presentation. 

Acceptance of Minutes  

· After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Sorrentino the Board approved the Minutes from the July 2021 Board Meeting.  Motion unanimously carried.

District Invoices
· The invoices for the months of July and August were reviewed and approved after a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Sorrentino.  Motion unanimously carried.

· The Prepaid, Workshop and Chiefs invoices for the months of July and August were reviewed and approved after a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson.  Motion unanimously carried.
Deposits received in the months of July/August 2021
· Check from Cold Spring Harbor Fire District in the amount of $5,394.22 for June shop reimbursements and 2nd quarter 2021 gas reimbursement. 

Financial Report 

· Treasurer, Fred J. Buckholtz Jr., read and submitted the August 11, 2021 Financial Report and Petty Cash Expenditures Report for the Huntington Fire District.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the Financial Report and Petty Cash Expenditures Report.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· After a motion by Comm. Plant seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board unanimously approved to pass a Resolution approving the Funds Transfer Resolution of $80,000 from the General Fund Checking Account to the General Fund Payroll Account to meet the District’s fiduciary obligations.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2021-31)
Correspondence

· Nationwide statement for month ending July 31, 2021.

· LOSAP Service Awards points sheet for month ending July 31, 2021. 

· Month End Collateral Statement from M & T Bank for month ending 7/31/21.

· The Counsellor edition for August 1, 2021.

· Letter from Met Life our Dental provider submitting their Consumer Privacy Notice.

· Letter from Met Life our Short-Term Disability provider submitting their Consumer Privacy Notice. 

· July 2021 NYS Retirement Online Newsletter.

· Fire News newsletter about 9/11 Tribute.

· Letter from the Board of Elections about payment voucher for upcoming election year.

· Letter from TOH Harbormaster about Winter Storage for Fire Boat.

· Email from VFIS adding an amendment to our policy with VFIS.  No changes to policy. 
· Newsday article stating that “No Parking Signs” have been placed along Leverich Place. 
· Letter from Joe Frank as our General Counsel assisting in the completion of our Annual Audit for 2020.  The District has no pending litigation or pending claims currently. 

· Letter from PERMA about Workers Compensation claim for Anthony Martin Jr.  

District Manager Requests:   
· Request the Board approve the expenditure of $390 to Long Island Stairlifts for repair of chair lift.  After a motion by Comm. Sorrentino, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the expenditure of $390 to Long Island Stairlifts.   Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the purchase of Thermal Imaging Cameras at a cost not to exceed $20,000 to replace existing MSA 5000 due to their length of life expiring.  After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the purchase of Thermal Imaging Cameras at a cost not to exceed $20,000.  Motion unanimously carried.

District Manager Report 
Personnel:  
Vacations:  No Report. 
Training and Certifications:  No Report. 
Part time Dispatchers:  No Report.
Volunteers:  No Report. 

Employees: 

· Jason Sandvik is out for two (2) weeks recovering from surgery and will be on light duty for an additional six (6) weeks. 

· Marie Caputo is out with a broken foot. 
Apparatus: 
· 2-3-1:  Engine – No Report. 
· 2-3-2:  Tower – No Report.
· 2-3-3:  Hose/Utility Unit – No Report.
· 2-3-4:  Engine – No Report. 
· 2-3-5:  Rescue – No Report.
· 2-3-7:  Engine – No Report.  
· 2-3-8:  Brush – No Report.
· 2-3-9:  Military Vehicle – No Report.
· 2-3-12:  Ladder – No Report.
· 2-3-14:  Utility – Nothing on the truck body sale yet. 
· 2-3-16:  Fire Police – No Report.
· Cars:  No Report.
· 2-3-90:  No Report.    

· 2-3-26:  Fire Boat – No Report.
Miscellaneous Apparatus & Equipment: 
Outside Shop Work:  July billing 
Halesite


$1,009.42

Centerport   


$4,665.78


      

Cold Spring Harbor                
$   411.90



Eaton’s Neck


$_ 621.15         
           
Total 



$6,744.25
                        
Building & Grounds:

· Roof Repairs/Sealing Building Exterior:  
· Sealing Building – No Report.   
· Meeting Room Roof – Completed.  Warranty is filed. 
· Soffit:  Repair above Bay 2 – 4 doors – Open.

· Windows – No Report. 

· Signage – No Report.

· Camera System:  No Report.

· Masonry – No Report.  
· Annex Cleanup:  No Report.
· Gear Washer Extractor (Commercial Washing Machine):  No Report.
· Shop:  No Report. 

· Grounds:  No Report.
· Fuel Storage & Dispensing System:  No Report.
· Boiler:  No Report.
· Ice Machine:  No Report.
· Officers Room:  Blinds installed, waiting on carpet.  I may terminate contract with current carpet installer because of multiple “No Shows”.  Carpet has been in warehouse since May.
· Meeting Hall:  No Report.
· Rear Lobby Doors and Rear Entrance Door:  Lobby door repairs are completed.  Waiting on delivery of truck room entry door. 
Old Business:

· Grants and Public Assistance:  
· Federal AFG Grant – No Report.
· NYS SAM Grant (Roof) – I recently received correspondence from the State which indicates that the process has started again after being delayed due to COVID 19 shutdowns.
· FEMA (COVID 19) – No Report. 
· Lloyd Neck Sub Station:  No Report.   
· Plan Reviews:
· FD approval needed – No Report.

· Zoning Board Meetings – No Report.

· No Parking on Leverich Place:  No Parking signs installed by TOH.
· Gold Star Battalion Beach slip:  No Report.
· Telephone Issues:  I moved two (2) of our lines from Verizon to Optimum just in case we have a catastrophic failure of Verizon as we have had in the past.  
New Business:  
· Mobile Air Trailer:  Greenlawn, East Northport, Dix Hills and possibly Melville are interested in purchasing a used Mobile Air Trailer to be used at the scene of an emergency.  The asking price is $65,000, which would be split by all interested Districts.  They were wondering if we would be interested.  FYI – the only other mobile cascade system, which is on a rescue truck, is being sold.  
· The Board is interested in pursuing this further.  There are just a few questions they have regarding the purchase.  Who will oversee trailer, where will it be stored, who will primarily care for it, cost for maintenance going forward?  Questions will be answered at the September Board meeting by District Manager Bruce Smith.  
Communications:

· Pagers – No Report.
· Dispatch/Radio System – No Report.  
· Computer System – No Report.
· 800 MHz Radios – No Report. 
· Radio Tie Lines (Boxer Court & Seminary) – No Report. 
· MDT Upgrade – Switched apparatus MDT’s to the FRS System.
· PS Trax System – Meeting with them this week to review our inventory.
Requests:

· Surplus Items:  None.
· Permissive Referendum Resolution:  None.
· Notice to Bidders:  None.    
· Change Orders:  None.
· Monthly Construction Requisitions:  None.
· Bills:  Long Island Stairlifts at a cost of $390.
Chiefs Requests 
· Request the Board approve the reimbursement of $165 to 33’s Visa card for the purchase of stamps at USPS for installation dinner invites.  After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the reimbursement of $165 to 33’s Visa card.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the reimbursement of $72 to 33’s Visa card for the purchase of backroom supplies at Restaurant Depot.  After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the reimbursement of $72 to 33’s Visa card.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the expenditure of $641.35 to Sunset Printing for the purchase of installation dinner invites.  After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved the expenditure of $641.35 to Sunset Printing.  Motion unanimously carried.

· Request the Board approve the expenditure of funds not to exceed $250 for refreshments at defensive driving class to be held on August 14th.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the expenditure of funds not to exceed $250 for refreshments at defensive driving class.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve the reimbursement of $44.46 to 32’s Visa card for the purchase of refreshments at Carvel for training on July 15th.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the reimbursement of $44.46 to 32’s Visa card.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the reimbursement of $45.46 to 32’s Visa card for the purchase of refreshments at Carvel for training on July 22nd.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the reimbursement of $45.46 to 32’s Visa card.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve the expenditure of funds not to exceed $600 for building materials for training sessions.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the expenditure of funds not to exceed $600 for building materials for training sessions.  Motion unanimously carried.  
· Request the Board approve the attendance and cost not to exceed $300 for Vlad Nelson and Randy Giovanniello to attend CPR/AED class at Headquarters.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved the attendance and cost not to exceed $300 for Vlad and Randy to attend CPR/AED class.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve the expenditure of funds not to exceed $500 for refreshments at Fire Prevention for Kindergartners on September 1st.  After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Sorrentino the Board approved the expenditure of funds not to exceed $500 for refreshments at Fire Prevention for Kindergartners.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve the use of 2-3-12 to attend fire prevention event at Lloyd Harbor Village Park for Hero’s Day on August 20th.  After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Sorrentino the Board approved the use of      2-3-12 to attend fire prevention event.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve to hold the Annual Holiday Fund Drive for 2021.  After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Sorrentino the Board approved to hold the Annual Holiday Fund Drive for 2021.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Request the Board approve standby coverage with the Fireboat for the Harbor Master’s office on Sept. 4th for annual music event.  After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Sorrentino the Board approved the standby coverage on Sept. 4th at music event.  Motion unanimously carried. 

Chiefs Report

Chief Dodge reported on the following:
· Company Roster Changes:  
· Gerard Brogan, Hook & Ladder Co., six (6) Month Leave of Absence, eff. 4/12/2021.
· Brian Devita, Hose Co., six (6) Month Leave of Absence, eff. 5/17/2021.

· Jayson Heitner, Engine Co. resigned eff. 8/28/21.  Waiting on official paperwork from Engine Co.   

· Discussion on Honorary Members utilizing the gym for personal use.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board agreed to decline Honorary Members from utilizing the gym for personal use.  Motion unanimously carried.  

Assistant Chief Schwier reported on the following:  
· No Items to Report.  

2nd Deputy Chief Smith reported on the following:  
· Submitting certificates of completion for Firefighter I & Introduction to Fire Officer for the following member:  Jonathan Escobar
3rd Deputy Chief Getter reported on the following: 
· No Items to Report.   
New Business
· August Workshop Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 24th at 7 pm.

· Audience Overview for the Website:  534 Users and 523 New Users viewed 1,244 pages of the website in July.

· Received the Financial Statement ending June 30, 2021 from Robert Johnson, CPA.

· Real Property Tax Cap for 2022 is set at 2%.

· Email from Steve Mosca writing to let the Board know the return on the plan is approximately up over 6.5%. 

· Anthony Martin Jr. – Line of Duty injury on July 17th, claimed filed with PERMA on July 19th.

· Legal Notice submitted to the Long Islander to change the date of the August Board Meeting from August 10th to August 11th.  After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board approved to submit a Legal Notice to change the date of the regularly scheduled Board meeting for August.  Motion unanimously carried. 

· Received a letter from the Hose Co. in reference to their intention to Incorporate under the Not for Profit Corporation Law which requires the Hose Co. to obtain the consent of the Board of Fire Commissioners and conduct a Public Hearing.  Public Hearing will take place on Tuesday, September 28th at 7pm, at that time the Board will either approve/deny the request of the Hose Co. to Incorporate.

· Request the Board approve to publish a Notice of Public Hearing for the Consent of Fire Company Incorporation for the Hose Co.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved to publish a Notice of Public Hearing for the Consent of Fire Company Incorporation for the Hose Co.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve a Resolution approving the New York State Senate Bill S4064 which provides that Fire District Electors shall be paid for their respective services at Fire District Elections at a sum not to exceed $100.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Sorrentino the Board approved a Resolution approving the New York State Senate Bill S4064 which provides that Fire District Electors shall be paid for their respective services at Fire District Elections at a sum not to exceed $100.  Motion unanimously carried.  Complete Resolution attached.  (Resolution # 2021-32)
· Request the Board approve a Proclamation to acknowledge Robert Berry for 30 years of dedicated service in the Protection Hook and Ladder Company.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved a Proclamation to acknowledge Robert Berry for 30 years of dedicated service.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve a Proclamation to acknowledge Kenneth Cochrane for 30 years of dedicated service in the Protection Hook and Ladder Company.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved a Proclamation to acknowledge Kenneth Cochrane for 30 years of dedicated service.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve a Proclamation to acknowledge Joseph Amendolare for 30 years of dedicated service in the Protection Hook and Ladder Company.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved a Proclamation to acknowledge Joseph Amendolare for 30 years of dedicated service.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· Request the Board approve a Proclamation to acknowledge Adam Smitman for 20 years of dedicated service in the Protection Engine Company.  After a motion by Comm. Erickson, seconded by Comm. Plant the Board approved a Proclamation to acknowledge Adam Smitman for 20 years of dedicated service.  Motion unanimously carried. 
Old Business:
· Oakwood Road property involving the Cemetery:  No Report.
· Pavilion:   No Report.
· Resent letter to Supervisor Chad Lupinacci’s office on 9/11/2020.  Original letter sent to Supervisor Lupinacci on 1/29/2020 about District’s being invoiced for the transportation of an injured firefighter to Huntington Hospital via ambulance.  No response to date from Supervisor Lupinacci’s office.  The Board will readdress this issue when the new Town of Huntington Supervisor is sworn in next year.    
Executive Session

· After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board entered Executive Session to discuss employee contracts.  Motion unanimously carried. 
· After a motion by Comm. Plant, seconded by Comm. Erickson the Board completed the Executive Session portion of the meeting.  Motion unanimously carried. 

There being no further business, after a motion by Comm. Plant and seconded by Comm. Sorrentino the meeting was adjourned at 9 pm.  Motion unanimously carried.
Respectfully submitted,







Karla E. Wright






Secretary/Deputy Treasurer 
cc:  Joseph Frank, Attorney at Law  
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